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Welcome to the •rst issue of The Post, designed to keep our clients, associates, and friends up to date with 
the many exciting projects and activities of Pettigrew & Associates. We hope you will take a few moments 
to read our latest news. Enjoy!

Debra P. Hicks, PE/LSI, President & CEO

OTHER CURRENT PROJECTS

Southwestern Public Service (SPS)
Rebuild Gaines-Legacy-Doss

Z-78 Legacy to Doss
Z-80 Gaines to Legacy

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 
The Southeast Access Road

Mosaic Potash
 Railroad Drainage & Geotechnical Study

New Cafeteria Topographic Survey
Compaction Plant #5

City of Hobbs, NM
 State Road 18 Beauti•cation & Trail Project

Urenco USA
National Enrichment Facility
Professional Survey Services

FOCUS ON ENERGY SPURS GROWTH FOR PETTIGREW

ªWe're uniquely positioned as a 
full-service engineering, 
geotechnical, surveying, and 
materials testing !rm, which allows 
us diversity as well as "exibility in 
changing market focus,º  Debra 
Hicks explains.

The adaptability has served the 
company well, with growth 
averaging 37% from 2005 through 
2009 in spite of a weakened 
economy.  In 2010, Energy 
International Quarterly featured 
Pettigrew & Associates as an 
industry leader in the energy 
market.

With o#ces in the heart of the 
nation's EnergyPlex$, it is no  
surprise that the team members
at Pettigrew & Associates  have an 
array of experience in the energy 
!eld.  With a rich history in oil,
gas, and electric, the !rm has 
expanded capabilities in recent 
years to the growing solar and
wind markets.

energy international quarterly july / august 201014

PETTIGREW & ASSOCIATES, P.A.
New Mexico-based civil-engineering ®rm diversi®es its o•erings

by erica archer

AT A GLANCE 

location:
hobbs, nm
employees:
35
area of specialty:
civil engineering, 
surveying, 
materials testing, 
and consulting  
2009 revenue:
$5 million 

the economy of new mexico and civil-engi -
neering ®rm Pettigrew & Associates, P.A. both share a 
success strategy amid tough economic times: strength 
in diversity. For the state- and local-government entities 
of New Mexico, that means looking to energy producers 
beyond oil and gas. For Debra Hicks, president of Pet-
tigrew & Associates, it means staf®ng her civil-engineer-
ing ®rm with multiple specialties. 

Pettigrew & Associates has long been established in its 
Hobbs location. The ®rm was founded in 1965 by Hicks’ 
father, and she and her husband purchased it in 1990. The 
multidisciplinary ®rm provides surveying and materials 
testing, as well as planning, feasibility studies, and con-
struction management. “We’re a one-stop shop that can 
support the whole project from start to ®nish, from the 
very idea on a napkin [to completion],” Hicks says.

The ®rm has been increasingly active in its home state’s 
energy sector in recent years. New Mexico’s economy 
has long been focused on the oil-and-gas industry—the 
state is America’s fourth-largest producer of natural gas 
and sixth-largest producer of oil. “For about the past ten 
years, we’ve been working to diversify that economy 
with the addition of alternative energy, wind, and nucle-
ar,” Hicks says. 

One recent development is the construction of the 
URENCO USA National Enrichment Facility (NEF), 
which represents a coup for eastern New Mexico. Pet-
tigrew & Associates provided consulting, engineering, 
project management, and design services for the facil-
ity’s water-supply line. Currently, it has an inde®nite 
contract to serve as the NEF’s surveying department. 
The uranium-enrichment nuclear facility, approved in 

Pettigrew & Associates completed an ALTA survey of the Caprock 
Wind Ranch in Quay County, NM, which included an area of 

31 sections across 4 townships, encompassing a transmission line 
route that covered an additional 12 miles of right of way. 

Photo: Michael Bowers, NM Sta !"#$%&"'()*e.
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SunEdison recently broke ground on a Lea 
County, NM site.  P&A is providing surveying 
for the  Photovoltaic Installations. Pictured 
(left to right) are Mayor Cheryl Chance, Jal, 
NM; Lea County Commissioners Gregg 
Fulfer and Hector Ramirez; Rick Gilliam, 
SunEdison VP of Government A"airs; Jack 
Volpato, Eddy County Commission Chair; 
Senator Carroll H. Leavell; David Hudson, 
Xcel Energy Director of Strategic Planning 
and Community Service for SPS; Lynn Ditto, 
Field Representative of U.S. Senator Je" 
Bingaman; Beverly Allen-Ananins, Field 
Representative for U.S. Senator Tom Udall.
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ªIntegrity is the essence of everything successful.º
Richard Buckminster Ruller

US Engineer and Architect, 1895-1983
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P&A RECEIVES NATIONAL RECOGNITION
Pettigrew & Associates recently received national recognition as one of 
the top 150 !rms in the industry and a leader in the !eld of engineer-
ing.  ZweigWhite has named Pettigrew & Associates on the Zweig 
Letter 2010 Hot Firm List, recognizing the company as one of the most 
successful architecture, engineering, planning, and environmental 
consulting !rms in the United States and Canada. 

As the nation's leader in enhancing business performance for architec-
ture, engineering, and environmental consulting !rms, ZweigWhite 
conducts an annual review in search of !rms that have outperformed 
the economy and peers to become leaders in their respective markets 
and disciplines.  Rankings were based on a con!dential survey 
conducted by ZweigWhite and were announced at the annual confer-
ence held at the end of October.  Pettigrew & Associates was the only 
!rm in the region to be named on the prestigious list.  

Christine Brack (center), Principal of  
ZweigWhite, presented Debra and Tres 
Hicks with the prestigious Hot Firm 
award during the October conference in 
Washington, D.C. Pettigrew ranked  93 
out of the top 150 !rms.

LOOK INSIDE

2011 Desk Calendar!


